OFFICERS

President

Ronald V. Maier, MD, FACS
Seattle, WA

Immediate Past-President
Barbara L. Bass, MD, FACS
Houston, TX
President-Elect

Valerie W. Rusch, MD, FACS
New York, NY

First Vice-President

Mark C. Weissler, MD, FACS
Chapel Hill, NC

First Vice-President-Elect
John A. Weigelt, MD, FACS
Sioux Falls, SD

Second Vice-President
Philip R. Caropreso, MD, FACS
Keokuk, I1A

Second Vice-President-Elect
F. Dean Griffen, MD, FACS
Shreveport, LA

Secretary

Edward E. Cornwell [11, MD, FACS
Washington, DC

Treasurer

William G. Cioffi, Jr., MD, FACS
Providence, RI

Executive Director

David B. Hoyt, MD, FACS
Chicago, IL

Chief Financial Officer

Gay L. Vincent, CPA
Chicago, IL

BOARD OF REGENTS
Chair

Gerald M. Fried, MD, FACS, FRCSC
Montreal, QC

Vice-Chair

James K. Elsey, MD, FACS
Atlanta, GA

Anthony Atala, MD, FACS
Winston-Salem, NC

John L. D. Atkinson, MD, FACS
Rochester, MN

James C. Denneny I, MD, FACS
Alexandria, VA

MargaretM. Dunn, MD, FACS
Fairborn, OH

Timothy J. Eberlein, MD, FACS
Saint Louis, MO

Henri R. Ford, MD, FACS

Miami, FL

James W. Gigantelli, MD, FACS
Omaha, NE

B.J. Hancock, MD, FACS, FRCSC
Winnipeg, MB

Enrique Hernandez, MD, FACS
Philadelphia, PA

Lenworth M. Jacobs, Jr., MD, FACS
Hartford, CT

L.Scott Levin, MD, FACS
Philadelphia, PA

Fabrizio Michelassi, MD, FACS
New York, NY

LenaM. Napolitano, MD, FACS
Ann Arbor, MI

Linda G. Phillips, MD, FACS
Galveston, TX

Kenneth W. Sharp, MD, FACS
Nashville, TN

Anton N. Sidawy, MD, FACS
Washington, DC

Beth H. Sutton, MD, FACS
Wichita Falls, TX

Gary L. Timmerman, MD, FACS
Sioux Falls, SD

Steven D. Wexner, MD, FACS
Weston, FL

Douglas E. Wood, MD, FACS
Seattle, WA

Michael J. Zinner, MD, FACS
Miami, FL

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Chair

Steven C. Stain, MD, FACS

Albany, NY

Vice-Chair

Daniel L. Dent, MD, FACS

San Antonio, TX

Secretary

Ronald J. Weigel, MD, PhD, FACS
lowa City, IA

Chicago Headquarters
633 N. Saint Clair Street
= I Chicago, IL 60611-3211
Inspiring Quality: Voice: 312-202-5000

Highest Standards, Better Outcomes Fax:  312-202-5001
E-mail: postmaster@facs.org

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

Washington Office

20 F Street, NW Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20001

Voice: 202-337-2701
Fax: 202-337-4271
E-mail: ahp@facs.org

facs.org

March 25, 2019

The Honorable Ami Bera, MD

U.S. House of Representatives

1727 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Larry Bucshon, MD, FACS
U.S. House of Representatives

2313 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Scott Peters

U.S. House of Representatives

2338 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
U.S. House of Representatives

2421 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representatives Bera, Bucshon, Peters, and Mullin:

On behalf of the more than 80,000 members of the American College of Surgeons
(ACS), I write in support of the Ensuring Access to General Surgery Act, H.R. 1841.
This legislation would direct the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), through the Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA), to
conduct a study on general surgery workforce shortage areas. Additionally, it would
grant the Secretary the authority to provide a general surgery shortage area designation.

Increasing evidence indicates there is a current and growing shortage of surgeons
available to serve our nation's population. This shortage of general surgeons is a critical
component of the overall crisis in health care workforce. The ACS believes that
Congress should recognize that only surgeons are uniquely trained and qualified to
provide certain necessary, lifesaving procedures and are therefore an essential
component of a community based health care system. The designation of formal
surgical shortage areas is an important first step in achieving this goal.

HRSA has never designated a shortage area solely based upon a shortage of surgical
services. In light of growing evidence indicating a shortage of general surgeons, ACS
believes that research is necessary to determine exactly what constitutes a surgical
shortage area and where these areas exist. Determining where patients lack access to
surgical services will provide HRSA with a valuable new tool for increasing access to
the full spectrum of high quality health care services. Incentivizing general surgeons to
locate or remain in communities with workforce shortages could become critical in
guaranteeing all Medicare beneficiaries, regardless of geographic location, have access
to quality surgical care.

The ACS strongly supports the Ensuring Access to General Surgery Act and believes
that determining what constitutes and defines a surgical shortage area is an important
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first step in ensuring access to high quality surgical care. Thank you for your efforts
and continued leadership on this issue.

Sincerely,

D el B T

David B. Hoyt, MD, FACS
Executive Director



